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The timing of the agree-
ment couldn’t have been
better.
Twomonths into thewar

inWestAsia—whichhas
disrupted afifth of global oil
supplies—afirst-of-its-
kind summit on transition-
ing from fossil fuels, held in
SantaMarta, Colombia,
concludedonApril 29. It
sawa groupof 57 nations
agree to prepare roadmaps
to jettison fossil fuels for
cleaner formsof energy.
Thismarks a departure

from the last bigUN
summit, calledCOPor
Conference of the Parties,
which failed to agree on
such a roadmap following
pushback froma small
groupof oil-producing and
other countries.
The countries at the

Colombia summitwere
among80 that haddecided
to break away from the
morepowerful climate con-
servative faction at last
November’s
global climate
summit inBrazil
and to plough a
separate path
towards eliminat-
ing fossil fuels
entirely
“The (Colom-

bia) conference is
awell-timed rem-
inder of the
importance of
theneed for
replacement of
fossil fuels by
renewable energy,’’ saidRR
Rashmi, a climate expert
and former India
negotiator.
TheWestAsia conflict

has hurt India badly
because of its heavy
dependence on imported
fossil fuels. The country
imports nearly 90per cent
of its crude oil, 65 per cent
of liquefiedpetroleumgas
andover half its natural gas
—mostly fromWestAsia.
Yet, India, theworld’s

third-biggest polluter,was
not among the countries
that attended the confer-
ence,which included the
EuropeanUnion,UK,
Turkey, Vietnam, Philip-
pines, Bangladesh and
Nepal, representing one-
third of theworld economy.
TheUS, China, India and

Indonesia,which con-
tribute themost to global
GDPandare among the
world’s biggest polluters,
werenot invited to the
summit. That’s because co-
hosts Colombia and the
Netherlands partly based
their invitation criteria on
those countries that had
shown support for the

fossil-fuel roadmap
adopted at COP30.
Thosewithout the spirit

to be part of the “coalition
of thewilling”were left out,
theUK said in a carbon
brief, citingDutch climate
minister Stientje vanVeld-
hoven.

Focusedmeet
Unlike themegaCOP jam-
borees,where tens of
thousands of delegates
fromover 180 countries
assemble in cavernoushall-
ways and large rooms for
negotiations, often taking
the formof transactions,
the event at SantaMarta
hadministers, envoys and
civil societymembers
huddled in smallmeeting
rooms, in anew format
devised by the co-hosts.
IreneVélezTorres,

Colombia’s environment
minister and chair of the
talks, said: “Wedecided
that the transition away
from fossil fuels couldno
longer remain a sloganbut
must becomea concrete,
political and collective

endeavour.
“Itwas a

combination
ofwhat hap-
pened in
Belém (COP
30) and all
the existing
initiatives
that have
beendriving
this agenda
for a long
time
already,” van
Veldhoven

told delegates at the six-day
event.
“Price volatility and

dependence on imports are
structurally andunaccept-
ably impacting our econ-
omies. Investment in clean
energy also lays the founda-
tion for amore resilient and
sustainable economy,
capable ofmitigating
these shocks.”
The idea of a transition

conference emergedduring
thefinal days of the summit
inBelemafter a failed
attempt by theEuropean
Union andLatinAmerican
nations tomention a “road-
map” on fossil fuel use in
the summit declaration.
While thefinal text of

theCOP28 summit in the
UAE resolved to “transition
away from fossil fuels in
energy systems”, subse-
quent summits inAzerbai-
jan andBrazil failed to
endorse it because of resis-
tance fromRussia, Saudi
Arabia, China and India
amongothers.
“Renewables offer safer,

cheaper, cleaner energy
that can’t beheld captive by
narrow shipping straits, or

global conflicts,'” saidUN
ClimateChangeExecutive
Secretary SimonStiell last
week. “China, India,
Indonesia, SouthKorea,
Germany, theUK, and
more, have been clear that
pushing forwardwith the
renewables transition is a
cornerstone of energy
security.’’
Outcomes fromSanta

Martawere voluntary,
unlike the binding consen-
sus at COP summits. They
includednational road
maps to transition away
from fossil fuels, linked to
UNclimate plans knownas
NationallyDetermined
Contributions; a banon
new fossil infrastructure;
deep legally binding cuts on
methane emissions; pro-
moting theuse of renew-
able energypathways;
implementing carbonpric-
ing; andphasing out fossil
fuel subsidies.
Tuvalu and Irelandwere

announced as the co-hosts
for the second transitioning
away from fossil fuels
summit,whichwill take
place in thePacific island
nation in 2027.
“Such talks have little

impactwhen they are dis-
cussed in isolation from the
connected issues of finance,
technological innovations
and industry readiness,’’
Rashmi said. “Mere aspir-
ational goals candrive
reforms to a limitedpoint.’’

India’sprogress
India’s absencedoesnot
mean that the country is
immune to climate change
or geopolitical conflicts.
The Iranwarhas led to a
rationing of LPGandLNG
for lack of adequate
alternative supplies. Sub-
sidies onLPGmay surge
nearly threefold froman
estimated~300billion at
current elevated global LPG
prices; and fertiliser
subsidiesmay touch as
muchas ~2.4 trillion,
exceeding India’s ~1.3 tril-
lion in annual budget for
education.
At the same time, heat

waves are searing India’s
urban centres and country-
side.Data fromdigital air-
qualitymonitoring
platformAQI showed that
lastweek every one of the
50hottest cities in theworld
was in India. “India
occupied the entire list,
from rank 1 to rank 50,”
AQI said in a report.
Despiteworsening cli-

matic conditions and sur-
gingpollution levels, India
has declined to endorse a
plan to transition away
from fossil fuels at COPs
because it needs coal,
diesel, LPGandLNG to
build critical infrastructure

Returnof the
climate roadmap
Indiawasn’t invited to the just-concluded climate
conference in Colombia but that doesn’tmean
it’s notmoving on its renewables plans

andprovide for a 1.4 billion
population.
“For a power-hungry

country like India, renew-
ables are extremely crucial
and that iswhyweare
targeting 500Gw renewables
by 2030,’’ said ShreyaMishra,
co-founder and chief execu-
tive officer (CEO) Solar-
Square, a leadingdeveloper
for the PrimeMinister’s
SuryagharYojana.While
“solar canmeet a large part
of India’s energydemand this
year, for thenext fewyears
coalwill still be a large part of
our energymix.’’
Indiaʼs peak energy

demand cannot bemet by
renewables or coal alone
because an increase in the
number of extreme-heat days
has seen a surge indemand
for air conditioning, said a
senior official froma leading
power generatorwith large
footprints in thermal and

clean energy.
At the same time the

countrymanaged to reduce
coal-firedpower generation
inMarch 2026 fromayear
earlierwhile boosting the
share of renewables to a
record, government data
showed.

Inflexionpoint
India’s power sector is poised
for a potential inflection
point,where clean energy

additions canmeet or even
exceed the growth in
electricity demand, the
Centre forResearch on
Energy andCleanAir (CREA)
said.Demand for electricity
surged to anewall-timehigh
of 256Gwon26April, over-
taking theprevious peak of
250Gwon 30May 2024.
Power generation rose by

3 per cent on-year to 464bil-
lion kilowatt hours (BU) in
the January-Marchquarter

of FY26, drivenby strong
growth innon-fossil
generation, particularly
solar,which rose by 24per
cent, according to a 30April
report by theCREA.New
clean-energy capacity in 2025
will add a record 90 terawatt
hours (TWh) of electricity
output each year, double the
previous record set in 2024.
The rise in renewable

generationhas had a
mitigating effect on carbon

emissions. India’s carbon
dioxide emissions grewby
0.5 per cent in the second
half of 2025 andby just 0.7
per cent over the year, the
slowest inmore than two
decades. This is a sharp slow-
down from the 4-11 per cent
growth in thepreceding four
years andmarks the lowest
rate of increase since 2001,
excluding theCovid year of
2020, according toCREA.
“The trajectory is unmis-

takable,’’ saidManharDixit,
CEOand co-founder at
BeyondRenewables, a
recycler of solar panels.
“Renewables are increasingly
the source of first choice
for incremental capacity;
coal is increasingly a gap-
filler rather than a growth
driver.’’
But until storage of

renewable energy catches up,
Dixit said, coal remains the
backbone of the Indian grid.

Shift from fossil fuel
The Santa Marta summit was a fallout ofn
COP30’s failure to mention a transition
from fossil fuels
India, Saudi Arabia, China and Russian
were among countries that opposed
anymention of a transition in the outcome
text; 80 countries supported
the move
At COP30, ministerial talks oftenn

turned transactional and adversarial,
leading to diluted outcomes
The hosts at Santa Marta stressed then
summit was not a space for negotiations,
but rather a forum to discuss how to move
away from fossil fuels
COP summits work on consensus; then
summit in Colombia was voluntary, with
no attempts made to force a decision

india’s power
sector is poised
for a potential
inflexion point,
where clean
energy additions
canmeet, or even
exceed, growth in
electricity demand,
said the centre for
researchon energy
and cleanair
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