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SHINE JACOB 
Chennai, 15 July 

W ith Kerala reporting 
the first case of 
monkeypox in 

India, the state government 
and health experts are of the 
opinion that there is no need 
to panic as of now and the state
has already taken adequate
steps to minimise its spread.   

Health experts are of the
view that the disease isn't as
fatal as Covid. According to
data available with the World 
Health Organization, of the 
3,413 monkeypox cases detect-
ed in 50 countries till June-
end, only one death had been 
reported in Nigeria. The
United Kingdom reported the 
highest number of cases,
at 793, followed by
Germany (521). 

According to a government 
source, 15-20 people are
already under observation,
including 11 who travelled
along with an infected person 
on a flight from the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) to 

Thiruvananthapuram on July
12. After coming in contact 
with an infected person, the 
incubation period is around 21 
days. Arvind Kumar Achra,
Assistant Professor,
Department of Microbiology at
Dr Ram Manohar Lohiya 
Hospital, Delhi, who was part 
of the Union government’s 
high-level multidisciplinary 
team sent to Kerala to monitor 
monkeypox, said though not 

contagious like Covid, one
cause for worry is the virus 
transmits through multiple
modes.   

“It is unlikely to have break 
out beyond the current case, as
the state has already taken all 
precautionary measures.
Unlike Covid, the possibility of 
mutation is lower too,” said 
Anish T S, a member of the 
Covid management commit-
tee in Kerala and assistant pro-

fessor, Department of Com -
munity Medicine,
Thiruvananthapuram.   

The infected person was 
first admitted to a private hos-
pital in Kollam and later shift-
ed to Thiruvana nthapuram 
medical college. Kerala health 
minister Veena George had 
said on Thursday that there is 
nothing to worry about the 
virus and the affected patient 
is stable.

Kerala: Don’t panic, steps
taken to curb monkeypox

US House votes for India sanctions 
waiver over Russian missile deal
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
Washington, 15 July  

The US House of 
Representatives has passed by
voice vote a legislative amend-
ment that approves waiver to 
India against the punitive 
CAATSA sanctions for its pur-
chase of the S-400 missile 
defence system from Russia to
help deter aggressors like
China. 

The legislative amendment 
was passed on Thursday as part 
of an en bloc (all together as a 
single unit) amendment dur-
ing floor consideration of the 
National Defence
Authorisation Act (NDAA).
Authored and introduced by
Indian-American 
Congressman Ro Khanna, the 
amendment urges the Biden

administration to use its 
authority to provide India with 
a Countering America's
Adversaries Through Sanctions 
Act (CAATSA) waiver to help
deter aggressors like China. 

CAATSA is a tough US law 
that authorises the US admin-
istration to impose sanctions
on countries that purchase 

major defence hardware from 
Russia in response to Russia's 
annexation of Crimea in 2014 
and its alleged meddling in the 
2016 US presidential elections. 

"The United States must
stand with India in the face of 
escalating aggression from
China. As Vice Chair of the
India Caucus, I have been 

working to strengthen the part-
nership between our countries 
and ensure that India can
defend itself along the Indian 
Chinese border," said Khanna, 
the US representative from
California's 17th congressional 
district. 

"This amendment is of the 
utmost importance, and I am 
proud to see it pass the House 
on a bipartisan basis," he said. 

The law was brought in 2017
and provides for punitive 
actions by the US government 
against any country engaged in 
transactions with the Russian 
defence and intelligence sec-
tors.  In October 2018, India
signed a USD 5 billion deal with 
Russia to buy five units of the 
S-400 air defence missile sys-
tems, despite a warning that it 
may invite US sanctions.

Experts say the 
disease is not  
as fatal as Covid

EXPERTS’ 
TAKE

nIncubation 
period is  
21 days

nVirus transmits 
through  
multiple modes

n3,413 monkeypox 
cases detected in 50 
countries till June-end 

n1 death reported  
in Nigeria 

n793 cases reported 
in United Kingdom, 
highest among  
all nations 

n521 cases reported  
in Germany, second-
highest among  
all nations

AROUND  
THE GLOBE

nLower 
chances of 
mutation

IN 
INDIA

n15-20 people are already  
under observation

n11 travelled with an infected person 
on a flight from the UAE

A deep dive into the success of 
Gujarat’s school edu model
BS REPORTER 
New Delhi, 15 July 

While the Covid-19 pandemic has left 
the country’s education sector 
struggling, online education has led to
many students falling out of the ambit 
of formal education. However, Gujarat 
has emerged as one of the better-
performing states in India, especially 
the government schools and  
grant-in-aid schools. 

Education for all 
According to the child tracking system 
(CTS) data, nearly 65 per cent of the 
total students study in the 40,000 
government schools in the state. This 
represents over 7 million students 
studying in grades 1 to 12. Moreover, 
more than 500,000 
students in Gujarat study 
in private schools under 
the Right to Education 
Act, 2009. 

CTS data further 
reveals that more 
students in Gujarat have 
been admitted to 
government schools than 
private ones after Covid. 
In the past year, out of the 
327,000 students that 
enrolled in schools, 
200,000 were admitted  
to government  
schools alone. 

Catering to the needs of students in 
far-flung areas, the state has also 
started schools in the core interior 
tribal areas like Dangs. 

The education is imparted not only 
in Gujarati, but also Hindi, English, 
Marathi, Urdu, Odia, Tamil and Telugu 
mediums. 

Mission ‘Schools of Excellence’ 
The state government has also formed 
the ambitious Mission Schools of 
Excellence, India's largest school 
transformation programme. Under the 
mission, over 20,000 schools in the 
state with the strength of more than 120 
students will be transformed into 
'Schools of Excellence' (SoE). It is 

expected to benefit 80 per cent of 
government school students in Gujarat. 
The state government, under SoE, will 
also provide physical and digital 
learning facilities to students to help 
them achieve grade-appropriate 
learning. 

Befriending technology 
The state is also focusing on integrating 
technology with school education. 
Under the Gyankunj Project, over 
15,000 smart classrooms have been 
built across Gujarat, according to MIS 
data. In 2022-23, as many as 24,000 
more such classrooms are expected to
be made functional. The daily online 
attendance of all schools in the state is 
11.5 million.   

All public elementary schools and 
field officers have also 
been provided with 
tablets. Over 350 schools 
have been equipped with 
CCTV cameras, MIS data 
further showed. 

To increase access to
the Centre's DIKSHA app, 
QR codes have been added 
to school textbooks. These 
can be accessed to learn 
online. As a result, Gujarat 
has been topping the 
national ranking in terms 
of the number of direct 
plays on the app. Also, 

online classes for each grade are 
telecast through DD Girnar,  
a TV channel. 

So far, over 300 million virtual 
classroom sessions have been 
conducted on Microsoft Teams. This is 
the largest use of the platform 
worldwide. Also, YouTube is being used 
actively for live interactive classes for 
students in grades 9 to 12. Eighty 
million views on the state's YouTube 
channel is a testament to that. 

The state has also launched the first 
edtech company, Gujarat Education 
Technologies (GET). A learning 
management system and the G-Shala 
content app were launched under the 
scheme. Currently, over 3 million 
students are using G-Shala. 

Gujarat has also become the first 
state to launch a school accreditation 
and ranking framework,  
GUNOTSAV 2.0. 

Food, transport and more 
Under two schemes – the Mid-day meal 
scheme and Doodh Sanjivani Yojna 
(DSY) – around 7 million students get 
free meals and flavoured milk. DSY 
mainly caters to 78 tribal and 
developing blocks, providing them 
with 200 ml of milk per child per day. 

Since the launch of the school 
transportation facility in 2012, over 
150,000 students have benefited from 
an improved transportation facility, 
according to data from the unified 
district information system. Hundreds 
of thousands of students get a free pass 
to travel via state transport. 

In the past 20 years, over 145,000 
classrooms have been built in the state. 
In the next 12-18 months, 20,000 
additional classrooms are likely to get 
ready, according to data from the Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA). 

Teacher-student relationship 
The state government, in the past 8 
years, has allocated over 15 per cent of 
its Budget to the education sector. 
According to the Unified District 
Information System for Education 
(UDISE), the pupil-teacher ratio in the 
state stands at 28:1 and the student-
classroom ratio is 25:1. A total of 237,000 
teachers are employed in government 
schools in Gujarat, according to the 
data from Teacher Portal. 

In the past 20 years, 185,000 
teachers have been recruited in 
 the state. 

Gujarat was the first state to launch 
the learning-outcome-based students' 
report card. It also launched Vidya 
Samiksha Kendra, a centre for 
monitoring school education 
indicators online. Over 10 billion data 
points have been collected in real time 
using the platform. 

For its efforts, Gujarat was awarded 
the Prime Minister's Award for 
Excellence in Public Administration  
in 2021. 

Under the 
Gyankunj Project, 
over 15,000 smart 
classrooms have
been built across 
Gujarat, according 
to MIS data. In 
2022-23, as many
as 24,000 more 
such classrooms 
are expected to be 
made functional 
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